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Intro

Founded in 1980, The Passage works with over 3,000 people each year who are rough 
sleeping or living in insecure accommodation. We help our clients to end their 
homelessness and inspire them to transform their lives. 

Your fundraising efforts will directly support the frontline work that we do and is hugely 
appreciated by our staff and clients. What’s more, of every £1 that is raised, we guarantee 
that 93p of that goes towards our frontline services.
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Welcome

Thank you for joining Team Passage and supporting us with your fundraising. Together we 
can make sure that no one has to spend even a single night out on the streets. 

The following pages will give you tips and advice on how to make the most of your 
fundraising. Every pound you, your friends, colleagues and family members raise for The 
Passage will make a huge difference to lives of homeless and insecurely housed people.

Why not join our community of Team Passage fundraisers on Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter and Instagram? We hope you enjoy your experience of fundraising for The Passage. 

Founded in 1980, The Passage works with over 3,000 people each year who are rough 
sleeping or living in insecure accommodation. We help our clients to end their homelessness 
and inspire them to transform their lives.

Your Fundraising efforts will directly support the frontline work that we do and is hugely 
appreciated by our staff and clients.

If you need any further information or support please do not hesitate to contact us on   
020 7592 1856 or events@passage.org.uk.
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How you can fundraise

Quiz night
Host your own quiz night. Ask Teams for entry fees - donations to The Passage - Add 
Raffle to boost donations - Source a prize for the winning team.

Celebration
Whether it’s your birthday, wedding day or anniversary, make a real difference on your 
big day. Simply ask your loved ones to donate to The Passage instead of giving you a 
present.

Bake sale
Hold a bake sale for your workmates and don’t forget to ask your friends and family to 
donate cakes to help too.

Sweepstake
Get together a group of friends/family/ colleagues and agree a fee to enter - Count the 
number of competing teams or individuals place names into a hat, each person picks out a 
name and this becomes their competitor - Winning team/competitor gets half proceeds 
and the other goes to The Passage

A Global Games Night
Fancy snakes and ladders, Twister or Buckaroo? Get your friends together for a fun night 
in to crown your board game champion. You could 

An Old School Sports Day
A bit of healthy competition! Charge teams to enter a five-a-side, tug of war or an egg and 
spoon race (but don’t forget to hard boil them first!) 

Use an app to keep record of timings and distance, or use a sheet to send in once distance 
is achieved. - You can do these whilst on a call with your friends, and keep a track of their 
progress at the same time. - If you are doing event which is a certain amount of steps, or 
distance, per day, set-up a page where people can share their progress. - Have people take 
photos of themselves out on their walk or run, and don’t forget to tag us in them.
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How you can fundraise

Virtual events

2020 brought to us a global pandemic and because of that our events are having to go 
virtual, something which not a lot of us were familiar with at the time. Since then we have 
all grown and adapted to be able to produce virtual events. So whilst you may not be able 
to get face to face and in person, we have now added to our guide: Virtual Events!

Fundraising can still go ahead just in a different way.

Quiz night
Use a platform like Zoom which allows people to work in teams remotely by creating 
breakout rooms. - Make your resources digital:     1. write up the answer sheets on a word         
document and send to the teams on email.      2. Make sure your Quizmaster knows how to 
share their screen so the teams can clearly see the questions or any picture rounds.

Ask people to donate to take part on your fundraising page. Source a prize such as an 
online voucher.

Dine in
Modify the Dine In to a virtual cooking competition, ask for donations to take part, think 
of prize for the winner, could have various prizes for different categories e.g. best 
presented dinner, most creative use of an ingredient etc.

Bake-off
Have a Bake-Off with your friends or family. Hold it over a video call so you can see 
everyone’s progress. - Think of the categories you will have prizes in: Best presentation, Best 
use of ingredient, etc. - Have a time limit to really create that BakeOff feel. - Feel free to take 
photos of your attempts and tag us in them

Walk/run/cycle
Use an app to keep record of timings and distance, or use a sheet to send in once distance is 
achieved. - You can do these whilst on a call with your friends, and keep a track of their 
progress at the same time. - If you are doing event which is a certain amount of steps, or 
distance, per day, set-up a page where people can share their progress. - Have people take 
photos of themselves out on their walk or run, and don’t forget to tag us in them.
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Where the money goes

Here are just a few ways that your money could really help people!
£10 could cover the cost of an urgent food voucher for someone in crisis
£25 could pay for our trained staff to give a homeless person much-needed advice
£50 could pay for a phone for a client to stay in contact with their Passage case worker 
£70 could pay for a Resettlement Worker for a day, to find long-term housing solutions 
£100 could provide a day’s heating and hot water at our Resource Centre 
£160 could pay for a bed, one of the most essential items, for a newly housed person
£250 could pay for a laptop for a newly resettled client to apply for jobs and training 
£1000 could pay for a place in hotel accommodation preventing a night of rough sleeping 

          Case study: Ivan's story

29-year-old Ivan had been sleeping rough on the streets of Westminster for four months 
before finding respite at The Passage just before Christmas last year. 

He told us that he had fled Ukraine to seek safety and to forge a new life in the UK. He 
had been completing his Art Restoration studies at university when, on his journey home 
one day, he was stopped by six men who tied him up and, in temperatures of minus 20c, 
beat him with knives and sticks for two hours. When he was too weak to resist, they took 
him to join the Ukraine military, where he served for three-and-a-half years. 

As a result of seeing a young man killed before his eyes, he suffered from PTSD, recurring 
nightmares, flashbacks and depression, which led to him self-medicating with alcohol and 
drugs. Since he was seeking asylum when he arrived in the UK, he was detained at 
Gatwick airport for a week before being referred to the Heathrow Immigration Removal 
Centre, where he was kept for three-and-a-half months until his status was resolved. He 
was then able to stay with a friend for a few weeks, but when he left there he had no 
money and nowhere to go. 

He ended up on the streets of Westminster until another rough sleeper directed him to 
our Resource Centre.When Ivan arrived at The Passage, staff made sure that he received 
the necessary medical and ongoing psychological help before supporting him into 
accommodation at our residential project, Passage House. He got on extremely well with 
our Assessment and Resettlement Worker, Kate, and our Activities and Follow Up 
Worker, Michael, who motivated him to revisit his creative skills. Ivan’s stay at Passage 
House coincided with the first lockdown, when group art activities had been forced to 
pause, so Michael bought him art supplies and encouraged him to take part in art therapy.  
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In Ivan’s words, “the art helped me to detach from the world and to not think 
negatively.” 

Ivan proved to be extremely talented; with every piece, his personality and drive shone 
through. Michael ensured that he kept up a regular routine by setting him projects. One 
of his first pieces was a stunning painting of St James’s Park and, in late September, to 
show his enormous gratitude to The Passage, he completed a painting of St Vincent De 
Paul to commemorate the religious celebration of St Vincent’s Feast Day. The painting, 
which was much sought after, was given as a very special retirement present to Father 
Padraig Regan, The Passage’s much-loved chaplain who served the charity for 36 years. 
Ivan has now settled into his own accommodation, which was secured for him by 
Christiana, our Private Rented Solutions Worker. She provided him with all the 
household essentials needed to make his new place feel like home and has been 
checking in with him regularly. He recently told her that he was in a good place and 
happy with his accommodation. Ivan is currently applying to a local college to begin 
English studies to help him on his path back into work.

Ivan painted a wonderful image of St Vincent De Paul to show his 
appreciation for The Passage and its staff.
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Getting started

We know fundraising can feel daunting, but it’s easier than you think. We’re here to help 
you kick-start your fundraising and reach your target.

The simplest way to ask friends, family or colleagues to sponsor you is to set up an online 
sponsorship page. Set up a fundraising page roughly 100 days before your challenge and you 
could raise, on average, £200 more than those who wait!

1.Create your page: There are lots of sites you can use – the most popular are 
justgiving.com and virginmoneygiving.com

2.Edit your page: Personalise your page by telling people what your motivations are for 
doing your challenge and how they can support you. They won’t know how to support you 
if you don’t tell them, so don’t be shy!

3.Set a target: Keep yourself motivated with a fundraising goal. Make sure you add it onto 
your page, so your friends and family know too.

4.Upload your profile picture: This can increase your fundraising. Plus, every photo you 
post afterwards can raise 14% more per picture! So, why not take a selfie when you’re 
fundraising and training?

5.Share your page: Don’t be afraid to share your page on WhatsApp, Facebook and other 
social media channels to let everyone know about your challenge. You could even email 
your fundraising page to your workmates too.

Share your page on pay day or on your birthday to encourage sponsorship!
If you set a target on your fundraising page, you can raise 46% more sponsorship.
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Make every pound count

For every £1 raised, we guarantee that 93p goes towards our frontline services.

Gift Aid
With every £1 donated with Gift Aid, The Passage gets an extra 25p from the government, 
at no extra cost to you. To find out how you can add Gift Aid to your donations,visit 
cruk.org/giftaid

Matched funding 
Many companies throughout the UK offer employees the chance to boost their fundraising 
efforts by ‘matching’ the money you raise. Some companies like to offer a maximum 
amount, and others will agree to match the total that you raise. To find out whether your 
company offers match funding, you’ll need to speak directly with your line manager or HR 
department.

Paying your money in
You can use the donation page on our website: www.passage.org.uk/donate
You can send us a cheque. Please make it payable to ‘The Passage’ and use the following 
address: St Vincent’s Centre Carlisle Place London, SW1P 1NL
Please call our friendly team who will help you through the entire process: 0845 880 0689

Thank you for fundraising for The Passage!




